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John Tyndall 1820 - 1893

I do not know a higher, nobler, and more blessed calling.



In brief…

1) Education & societal change in troubling times
2) CEMUS  - a call for change and innovation in practice1 in higher education
3) Student-faculty partnership
4) Towards a more just and sustainable world – the role of univesities

1 Anderson, L. (2017) Creating spaces for sustainability transformation at universities
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The scientific evidence suggests that the years ahead will test coming generations in 
extraordinary ways. Educators are obliged to tell the truth about such things but then to 
convert the anxiety that often accompanies increased awareness of  danger to positive energy 
that can generate constructive changes. Environmental education must be an exercise in 
applied hope that equips young people with the skills, aptitudes, analytic wherewithal, 
creativity and stamina to dream, act and lead heroically. To be effective on a significant 
scale, however, the creative energy of  the rising generations must be joined with strong and 
bold institutional leadership to catalyze a future better than the one in prospect.

- David Orr (2009), What is higher education for now? 
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Much of  what has gone wrong with the world is the result of  inadequate and 
misdirected education that alienates us from life in the name of  human domination and 
causes students to worry about how to make a living before they know who they are.

- David Orr (2004), Earth in Mind



Uppsala, Sweden, 1992…

Centre for Environment and Development Studies (CEMUS), 1992 -



Centre for Environment and Development Studies
(CEMUS)



CEMUS at a glance

•Higher Education: 20 credit-bearing, interdisciplinary modules
about environment, development and sustainability issues. 30 employees, 
500-600 students annualy, from 40+ countries, and about 250 guest
lecturers and other external contributors.

•Research: Transdisciplinary research school & visiting professorship 
in climate change leadership.

• An international and regional meeting-place and platform for 
collaboration with the community and society at large (Goal 3)



All CEMUS modules can be found here: www.web.cemus.se/education

http://www.web.cemus.se/education


Oikonomos – Transforming Economics Education 
www.oikonomosthefilm.com

Short excerpt on CEMUS: 
https://youtu.be/7A1_n0PHsQs

https://youtu.be/7A1_n0PHsQs


CEMUS collaborative educational model

Course/module
coordinators

Students

Teachers, 
Researchers, 
Practitioners

CEMUS

Work
GroupSupport in examination

Module development
decisions on module content & form

Contribute as guest lecturers
and work group members
to each module

Students hired on a project basis as coordinators and 
facilitators to plan, run and evaluate each module

A collegial and democratic organisation providing
administrative, pedagogical and academic support 
to the course coordinators in their daily work

Active participants in modules, 
CEMUS student organisation & work groups. 



2. Two students 
(re)hired as 

coordinators

3. A work group is 
formed

4. Planning 
phase: training
of coordinators
&  work group

meetings

5. Delivery
phase with
support of

contributing
guest lecturers

6. Evaluation phase
with input from 

students, coordinators, 
work group and 

CEMUS 

1. A course is 
(re) created

A Course Cycle



It is an excellent course and the best I have ever taken, but there is 
still room for improvement. Great to have this experience.

- CEMUS student in Climate Change Leadership, 2015



Creating a collaborative learning environment

A few examples



Transforming the campus land and taskscape 



The Collective Exam & The Purpose of  Assessment

Parrique, T. (forthcoming) The Collective Exam. 



Students contributing to learning in local high schools



Student-Staff  Project Cafés



Partnership in Organisational Development



Playing with learning environments



Into the field



STUDENT-FACULTY PARTNERSHIP
IN HIGHER EDUCATION



Ladder of Student participation in Curriculum Design





“There is a subtle, but extremely important, difference between an 
institution that ‘listens’ to students and responds accordingly, and 
an institution that gives students the opportunity to explore areas 
that they believe to be significant, to recommend solutions and to 
bring about the required changes. The concept of  ‘listening to the 
student voice’ – implicitly if  not deliberately – supports the 
perspective of  student as ‘consumer’, whereas ‘students as 
change agents’ explicitly supports a view of  the student as ‘active 
collaborator’ and ‘co-producer’, with the potential for 
transformation.”

Dunne in Foreword to Dunne and Zandstra (2011)



Active Student Participation in Higher Education

www.uu.se/asp



TOWARDS A MORE JUST AND SUSTAINABLE WORLD

THE ROLE OF UNIVERSITIES



What do universities actually do? 

Disciplinarity – developing students and researchers capacity to develop 
procedures by which to judge new knowledge?
Stewardship – what are our riches and resources and how can they be 
sustained? 
Reflexivity – what assumptions and beliefs are informing our visions of  
the future? 
Modelling – how do different forces interact to create new conditions? 
Experimentation – what can be made? 

Facer, K. (2016), Re-imagining University Spaces in changing times



Andreotti, V. et al (2015), Mapping interpretations of decolonization in the context of higher education.
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The future of CEMUS?

Internationalisation of student-coordinated HE for Sustainable Dev. 
e.g. Matariki Global Citizenship Program // matarikiglobalcitizen.org

A transdisciplinary research environment on CCL
e.g. Zennström Professorship // www.csduppsala.uu.se/ccleadership

An agora and hub for regional sustainable development
e.g. The Uppsala Collaboratory // www.kollaboratorietuppsala.se

http://matarikiglobalcitizen.org/
http://www.csduppsala.uu.se/ccleadership
http://www.kollaboratorietuppsala.se/


An intergenerational, international and 
interdisciplinary community (of practice)



… be courteous and work with the b*$%!¥ds where you have to, but
don’t get captured, work together and continue to whittle away at the
system and re-write the rules.

… and remember when you’re old and grey, upstarts will be knocking
down your world view – don’t lock the door on them, let them in, have a
beer and listen to what they have to say

- Kevin Anderson (2004), The tyranny of reductionism and grey-haired men



As long as a university can renew itself, 
it is a living world.

- Henri Frédéric Amiel

Download the anthology Transcending Boundaries at www.web.cemus.se/about 



Tack för att ni lyssnade!
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